OF   THE   EAST   INDIES

He told the Captain, that he might do as he pleased, but he was resolved
to give him no Ordeis on that Head. The Captain bade him look what
was agreed 011 111 Charter-party, where they found, that the Commander
of a Company's Ship was to take 110 Passengers on board of his Ship, on
Penalty of 100 L. for each Passenger, without a written Order from the
Company's Agent where he should happen to be; but where no Agent
was, he was then at his Liberty.

After a little Deliberation, he bade the Captain speak to me of the
Hardships they would be undei m carrying such a Number of Passengers
so long a Voyage, and to try me, whether I would favour them in the
Number of the Quota that they must be obliged to cariy. And the Captain
came to discourse me about it, and I agreed, that Captain Cock, his
Lieutenants, and seventeen more should have then Passage on board his
Ship to England, and that those seventeen should be such as Captain
Cock should choose, that the Captain and his two Lieutenants should have
Captain Hide's Table, they paying him 20 L. each for that Favour, all
which the Captain consented to, and the Supercargo and I became
Friends again.

The other Sticklers soon complied, and took thirty six each for their
Quota, and the rest I provided for, and they were as forward to work and
obey my Orders as my own Seamen, tho' they were not so on board of the
other Surat Ship, where they were like to mutiny for Want of Victuals, even
before they went to Sea, for the Captain of that Ship pretended, that he
would allow them no Victuals before they went to Sea, and the poor
indigent Fellows fasted twenty four Hours on that Pretext. At last Hunger
compelled them to make their Complaint to me, and I furnished them
with a Supper, and bade them be easy till next Noon, and if there was no
Provision made for them, when the Ship's Company's Dinner was ready,
to seize on it for their own Use, and let the others stay till more was drest,
which Advice they took to be very wholsom, and punctually followed it.

The Captain complained to me of the Passengers Rudeness. I told him,
that they only followed my Advice, for I could not see what Pleasure he
could take in starving poor Men, since what they did eat was nothing
out of his Pockets, for I knew the Charges would be allowed in his Accounts
with his Employers, and advised him to treat them civilly at Sea, since
they being superior in Numbers to his Ship's Company, might make
them use Force to obtain what they ought to have by fair Means' Nor
was I out in my Conjecture, for at Sea he put them to so small an Allow-
ance, that they mutinyed, and threatned to carry him and the Ship to
Madagascar, and deliver him to the Pirates.